
The Partnership for Making Finance Work for Africa (MFW4A) supports the efforts of African 
countries to accelerate economic growth and reduce poverty by facilitating financial sector develop-
ment. The Partnership’s work is driven by the recognition that sound and inclusive financial sectors 
are strategic drivers of private sector development, employment generation, and equitable growth 
in Africa.

Zipping Finance and Farming in Africa: Harnessing the Continent’s Potential is the  Conference 
which will bring together the continent’s leading agricultural and financial practitioners and policy 
makers, including governors of central banks, researchers, media representatives and develop-
ment partners from all over Africa as well as other regions.

The Conference will:
•  Present and discuss promising business cases between the agricultural and financial sectors.
•  Present and discuss promising public policy initiatives.
•  Aim at identifying guidelines that inform policy development by government and development 

agencies, both at country level but also for the overall continent.
• Provide a platform that bridges gaps and fosters understanding between policy makers and 

practitioners as well as the agricultural and financial sectors on the challenges faced in financing 
agriculture.

Speakers will include representatives from
•  Private agricultural sector
•  Policy makers of agricultural sector
•  Private financial sector
•  Policy makers of financial sector
•  Development partners and research institutions

Who should attend:
•  Agricultural policy makers
•  Financial policy makers
•  Private sector financial institutions
•  Private sector agricultural institutions
•  Regulators and supervisory institutions
•  Regional and sector organizations
•  Representatives from civil society
•  Media representatives
•  Business Schools at national universities
•  Development partners

PROGRAMME AT A GLANCE

DAY 1

DAY 2

Friday, 1st July – Field Trips 

Tuesday, 28th June -UGANDA DAY

DAY 3

DAY 0

Wednesday, 29th June – GOOD INITIATIVES

Opening  Speech
Why the conference?
I.  AU /NEPAD - Expectations
II. G20 
Coffee/Tea Break
Panel: Setting the Scene along the draft Policy Paper on Agricultural 
Finance 
Lunch
Working Groups on Business Cases
Coffee/Tea Break
Working Groups on Business Cases 
Plenary Session: Round up of the business cases
Conference Dinner 

Thursday, 30th June – PUBLIC SECTOR POLICY

Explanation of Working Groups and Reporting their Results
Working Groups: Identifying improvements to the Paper,  Policy Support 
to Agricultural Finance
Coordination by Public 
Sector
Information Manage -
ment as Policy Sup -
port; Advocacy Role; 
Central Bank Support 
to Agric Finance

Demand side policy 
support
Improving business 
environment for ag -
ricultural production 
and value addition.

Supply side 
support
Improving the 
business case 
for FIs to en -
gage with agric 
value chains

Coffee/Tea Break
Working Groups continue

Lunch
Plenary Session: 
1. Reporting from Working Groups on Suggestions for modifying Policy 
Paper
Coffee/Tea Break
Consideration and Adoption of “Kampala Recommendations for Agricul -
tural Finance Policies in Africa”
Final Plenary Session: “Moving Forward beyond Kampala”
Tracking Progress (What, Who and How?) 
Official Closing
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The international conference will be preceded by a Uganda day, which 
will reflect the main issues, actions, successes and failures experienced in 
financing the Ugandan agricultural sector.

Dear Financial and Agricultural Sector Champions:

The Bank of Uganda and the Partnership for Making Finance Work for Africa are pleased to invite you 
to the Conference 'Zipping Finance and Farming in Africa: Harnessing the Continent's Poten-
tial', in Uganda from 29- 30 June, 2011.

The Conference will be preceded by a 'Uganda Day' on 28 June that will focus on Agricultural Finance 
issues in Uganda. There will also be excursion on 1st July 2011 to help delegates discover some 
practical examples of what will have been presented during the Conference. The conference will 
take place in Speke Resort Munyonyo, situated in an idyllic setting on the shore of Lake Victoria. 

As the rest of the world makes substantial strides against hunger, Africa continues to lag behind. We 
are reminded that some 32 per cent of people on the continent are undernourished. All people need 
access to reliable, cost-effective and diversified sources of high-quality food, and the best source of 
this food is from the region itself. It is very clear that Africa has the capacity to more than feed itself 
and, indeed, the potential for agricultural exports from the continent remains substantial. Key to 
realizing Africa's agricultural potential is access to adequate levels of finance all along its agricultural 
value chains.

Although inadequate, agricultural finance has made important strides in Africa. Agricultural finance 
products now range from short, medium and long-term loans, equity investments and leasing, to crop 
and livestock insurance, covering the entire agricultural value chain.

It is against this background that the Conference plans to address a range of issues around agricul-
tural finance in the acceleration of Africa's agricultural development, with the goal of informing the 
development of financial and agricultural policies and practices that support investment in African 
agriculture.

It will bring together more than 250 representatives of Africa's financial and agricultural sectors, 
both public and private, as well as policy makers, researchers, media representatives and devel-
opment partners from Africa and abroad. The Conference will present and discuss promising 
public policy initiatives and business relationships between the agricultural and financial sectors.

Both of these components will be geared towards;
•   Identifying guidelines that inform policy development by government and development
  agencies, both at national and international levels.
•    providing a platform that bridges gaps and fosters understanding;
   between policy makers and practitioners
   of financing between the agricultural and financial sectors

Finally, there will be side events, leisure activities and field trips to give room for technical 
networking. Further information is available on the conference
website www.mfw4a.org/zippingfinance/

We invite you to  to register and look forward to your attendance and active participation

Prof Emmanuel Tumusiime-Mutebile
Governor

Bank of Uganda

Harnessing The Continent’s Potential
Kampala-Uganda, 29th-30th June 2011

Contact
Michael Rothe
michael.rothe@giz.de

ZIPPING FINANCE AND FARMING IN AFRICA

Announcement of the Conference

PARTNERSHIP FOR MAKING FINANCE WORK FOR AFRICA

REGISTER NOW
www.mfw4a.org/zippingfinance


